


Due to the many demands, the future
roles of forests for society require
transformation of the research and
political agenda accordingly.



Forests are integral to the global ecosystem and human prosperity. With
rapid and significant environmental, technological, and societal transforma-
tion, it is imperative to take a holistic approach when considering the many
potential futures and their implications for forest systems. Global population
will surpass 9 billion by 2050, resulting in increased competition for natural
resources. The escalating demand for food, fodder, fibre, fuel and well-being
require that we use our land both responsibly and efficiently. This will help
ensure stable ecosystems and that the diverse needs of humanity are addres-
sed adequately.

The different functions of forests must be highlighted by forest actors,
not only to yield products and services essential for a sustainable and
resilient environment, but also as important components of societal infra-
structure. By understanding the diverse roles forests play for society, we
can better form a strategy where the use of forests integrates the needs of a
rapidly evolving world, ensuring that our actions today include next genera-
tion and pave the way for a sustainable and equitable future for all.

The Nordic and Baltic contribution to the Stockholm Congress Statement
for the IUFRO World Congress 2024 addresses the role of forests in societal
development towards 2050. It provides five key messages directed to resear-
chers and policymakers, aiming to provide strategic guidance, and enabling
bold action.

The content of the Nordic and Baltic contribution is based on dialogues
prior to the Congress with a wide range of Nordic and Baltic green sector
stakeholders. Non-governmental organizations and the business community
were represented, including small-scale forest owners, indigenous people
and next-gen. Together, these stakeholders cover cross-sectoral perspectives
of societal development and the future role of forests, in accordance to the
themes of the IUFRO World Congress 2024. All contributions have been
valued equally in both conversations and the analytical process preceding
this document.

Building on this input, the Congress host country secretariat compiled the
information aiming to provide concise answers to two key questions, namely:

What decisive roles for society will forest services, products, and systems
play in 20507

What is needed from researchers and policymakers to enable forest
services, products, and systems to play these roles in society in 2050?

The Nordic and Baltic contribution has been delivered to the IUFRO President
and the Nordic and Baltic governmental bodies.



What decisive roles for society will forest services,
products, and systems play in 20507?

The world is changing with
accelerating speed

We are experiencing a paradigm shift, leaving a linear
development behind, and causing significant consequences
for society as we know it. To manoeuvre this fast-changing
landscape, we need a holistic understanding of the world,
building on systems thinking and diverse perspectives. We
need to understand the complex web enabling human pro-
sperity and thriving societies. We also need to act based on
the multiple roles of forests in sustaining these societies.

Forests are key for our society — and
increasingly so towards 2050

We depend on forests to manage the fundamental
challenges ahead of us, considering environmental, social,
and economic values. For the survival and prosperity of
our species, we need forests to secure the hydrological
cycle, prevent land degradation, sequester carbon emis-
sions, and provide habitat for endangered species. We need
forests to provide livelihoods enabling prosperity in rural
locations, to create opportunities for recreation, and to
counteract health issues caused by a sedentary and urban
lifestyle. To enable fossil substitution effects and achieve a
carbon-neutral economy by 2050, it is imperative to opti-
mise forest value chains.

Acknowledging the interdependences bétween
'; forests and societal development is necessary to
| enable the right decision-making.



Scientific insights are decisive for
bold actions

We need scientific insights for strategic guidance and to
take bold action today. This is essential to ensure the future
role of forest. Climate tipping points, failed conservation
efforts, and deforestation pose existential threats to forests.
Lack of stable tenure rights, institutions and markets adds
to the challenge. As humans, it is our duty to use scientific
insights to make wise decisions now, ensuring our forests
can play their crucial part by 2050, because this is not self
evident.

Forest services, products, and systems
play decisive roles for society

o Forests enable critical ecosystems to sustain life on earth
in an increasingly hostile environment.

o Forest services and products provide a space for fulfil-
ment of essential human needs increasing quality of life.

« Forests value chains are engines of economic growth
decoupling growth from fossil fuel dependency.

LET US ACT TOGETHER.

NOW!




Forest research and policies for a
sustainable bioeconomy

M Resilient ecosystems are a prerequisite for a sustainable

A bioeconomy. Stepping up knowledge and implementation

of more sustainable and resilient forest systems are cru-
cial. We should meet the demand for forest products and
\ services while securing social values, forest health and bio-
‘ diversity. To do this we need enhanced systems thinking,
\ k where a wide range of stakeholders are included.

A requirement for successful co-creation on forest is that
the knowledge about sustainable and resilient systems are
continually evolving. We also need to develop broadly
accepted models for constructive dialogues while increa-

sing the transparency and traceability of forest systems.




What is needed from researchers and policymakers to
enable forest services, products, and systems to play
these roles in society in 20507

From a Nordic and Baltic perspective,
we bring forward five key messages
to researchers and policymakers:

o guarantee that forest policies have a balanced holistic
view of the forest systems while making bold decisions for
the future

« improve the governance of the forest sector by facilita-
ting a participatory approach to decision making characte-
rised by democratic processes, transparency, and the invol-
vement of a wide range of stakeholders under equal terms

« establish collaboration across academic disciplines, uni- ‘ ; y
versities, research institutes, business, NGOs, and govern- o N - W future roles of forests for society require
ment agencies to ensure actionable guidance to policymakers

transformation of the research and

« attract talent by strengthening the dialogue with all - A e S N political agenda accordinq[y
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forest stakeholders regarding the role innovative forest
products and services play in society, and develop additio-
nal curriculum and competences for forest professionals

o implement financial reforms and enable new business
models for a just transition towards more sustainable natural
resource system management.
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